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COMPLEMENTARY RECOMMENDATIONS
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Habitat Restoration 
Fund
!e Green Budget Coalition recommends that the 
federal government invest in a new and scaled-up 
Habitat Restoration Fund managed by ECCC in 
collaboration with AAFC and DFO that focuses on 
net habitat and biodiversity gains with enhanced 
protected area hectares outcomes in wetlands, native 
grasslands, meadows, riparian areas, critical "sh 
habitat, and coastal ecosystems. Additionally, using 
the Canadian restoration principles — e#ective, 
e$cient, engaging, and equitable — this fund 
would support representative model projects that 
inspire and share good practices. Collaboration 
is foundational to achieving success, so this fund 
should be carried out in collaboration with AAFC 
and DFO as well as provincial and territorial 
governments, and non-governmental organisations.
To move from unsustainable habitat loss towards 
net habitat gains, we must take decisive actions 
to restore our lost and degraded habitats in the 
short- and medium-terms (particularly in highly 
impacted or fragile ecosystems), and protect those 
restored habitats and their ecological functions over 
the long-term. Further, we must simultaneously 
protect the residual base of natural habitat across 
the Canadian landscape (see Delivering on Canada’s 
land and ocean protection commitments, earlier in this 
document). Both protection and management actions 
are essential to maximize the return on restoration 
investments and ensure that the associated climate 
and biodiversity bene"ts are additive and long-term. 

Recommended Investment:  
$500 million over seven years, 
match funded 1:1 [ECCC, AAFC, 
DFO]
Contacts
Gia Paola - g_paola@ducks.ca 
Michael Polanyi - mpolanyi@naturecanada.ca 

Habitat Infrastructure 
Renewal Fund
!e Green Budget Coalition recommends 
establishing a new Habitat Infrastructure Renewal 
Fund aimed at rebuilding or renewing existing 
conservation projects across the country. !e Fund 
would seek to extend the lifespan and functionality 
of existing conservation assets on public and private 
lands across Canada in order to meet international 
and national criteria and standards for protected 
areas. A new Habitat Infrastructure Renewal Fund 
could contribute to achieving Canada’s domestic and 
international environmental commitments such as 
Aichi-target 11 under the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) and Budget 2021’s commitment of 
over $3.3 billion for "ve years to deliver on Canada’s 
target of protecting 25% of land and ocean by 2025, 
and 30% by 2030. 
Many conservation areas in Canada were enhanced 
and secured prior to the establishment of more 
recent publicly funded conservation support 
mechanisms and are in decline, requiring immediate 
remedial infrastructure renewal investments. !is is 
especially true for those areas employing intensively 
built infrastructure to support ecological functions 
and integrity, and which now require major 
renewal, replacement, conversion to more naturally 
functioning designs, scienti"c monitoring, and new 
management strategies to ensure their viability. 
Without proper investment, these conservation 
areas will continue to decline and will be less likely 
to count towards our protected area commitments. 
!erefore, a new habitat infrastructure renewal 
fund is required to ensure that these areas are 
well-maintained, managed, and fully restored. !is 
fund will ensure that the size and biodiversity of 
conservation areas is preserved, or renewed and 
restored. 

Recommended Investment:  
$150 million over four years [ECCC]
Contact
Gia Paola – g_paola@ducks.ca 
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